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NO CONSPIRACY IS FOUND 


But Mueller’s report ‘does not exonerate’ ‘Trump on obstruction 
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Tasos KATOPODIS Getty Images 


ROBERT MUELLER leaves church with his wife, Ann, in Washington. Mueller’s probe found no evidence 
President Trump’s campaign conspired with Russians in 2016 but left open whether Trump obstructed justice. 


‘Trump targets states’ say on drilling 


After outcry from public officials, president is quietly trying to weaken 
a law that helps them fight oil and gas development in federal waters 


By ANNA M. PHILLIPS 
AND ROSANNA XIA 


WASHINGTON — When 
President Trump proposed 
opening nearly the entire 
U.S. coastline to more off- 
shore oil and gas drilling, the 
backlash from states seek- 
ing exemptions was swift. 

Governors, Republican 
and Democratic, and state 
legislatures up and down the 
Atlantic and Pacific coast- 
lines protested so vigorously 
that the administration 


Big tab to 
host U.S. 


forces in 
S. Korea 


Seoul is funding a vast 
new Army base, but 
Trump wants the ally 
to pay even more. 


By DAvID S. CLOUD 


CAMP HUMPHREYS, 
South Korea — The new golf 
course and clubhouse will 
open next month. Along 
MacArthur Circle, 23 stone- 
clad villas reserved for 
American generals are fin- 
ished, as are five apartment 
towers for military families. 

Over by an airfield that 
buzzes day and night with 
Black Hawk and Chinook 
helicopters stands the 
imposing glass-and-brick 
headquarters for USS. 
Forces Korea — the four- 
star command that trans- 
ferred here in June from 
Seoul, an hour’s drive north. 

Construction is finished 
on the grenade launcher 
range, the tank driving 
course and 41 barracks 
buildings. The new combat 
hospital is supposed to be 
ready by December. And if 
war breaks out with North 
Korea, there’s a rail depot to 
rush armored vehicles into 
the fight. 

The U.S. military isn’t 
drawing down at this 
sprawling 3,600-acre Army 
base as President Trump 
sometimes seems to favor. 
It’s building up, creating one 

[See S. Korea, A4] 


promised to consult with 
them before finalizing any 
plans. 

Instead, Trump is quietly 
laying the groundwork to 
weaken a decades-old fed- 
eral law that empowers Cali- 
fornia and other states to 
slow and even stop offshore 
development in federal wa- 
ters. 

“Republicans are always 
supposed to be in favor of 
states’ rights,” said Richard 
Charter, who has worked on 
oilissues for 40 years andisa 
senior fellow at the marine 


conservation nonprofit 
Ocean Foundation. “But 
this is in fact an effort to take 
away states’ rights when it 
comes to offshore drilling.” 

In anotice published this 
month, the Commerce De- 
partment’s National Ocean- 
ic and Atmospheric Admin- 
istration asked the public to 
weigh in on ways to “stream- 
line” a state review process 
granted under the Coastal 
Zone Management Act. 

The 1972 law is widely 
considered one of the most 
powerful tools states have to 


regulate activity off their 
coasts. It applies to all of the 
coastal and Great Lakes 
states, with the exception of 
Alaska. 

The act gives states a 
voice when federal projects 
or industry development af- 
fect their coast, even activ- 
ities that occur outside a 
state’s jurisdiction, which 
extends three miles from the 
coast. 

The scientific agency 
can’t change the law, but 
through regulation and im- 

[See Drilling, A8] 
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DAMION LESTER JR., left, greets a former classmate as he leaves school 
for the day at George Washington Preparatory High School in Los Angeles. 


‘He knocks on doors and 
they oper against odds 


South L.A. student is impressing colleges — 
without the advantages of wealth or privilege 


By TERESA WATANABE 


On the mantel in a South Los Angeles 
home, the lovingly arranged keepsakes 


reflect a family’s pride. 


Damion Lester Jr. smiles broadly in 
his senior class portrait, decked outin the 
blue cap and gown of nearby George 
Washington Preparatory High School. 
His certificate of high honors for his A 
grades is nestled near his football awards 
and homecoming king crown. 

The achievements have impressed 
colleges, and the first offers of admission 


versity of Nevada, Las Vegas so far, with 
word from other schools still to come. He 
was not admitted to UCLA, a top choice. 


Lester, 18, is getting into college with- 
out the advantages of privilege or wealth. 


His daily reality is worlds away from 


versities. 


have come in: UC Davis and the Uni- 


those described in the college admissions 
scandal, in which wealthy parents alleg- 
edly paid their children’s way into top uni- 


Lester lives with his grandparents 
near Watts in Vermont Vista, which ranks 
third in violent crime among more than 
200 L.A. neighborhoods mapped by The 
Times. The median household income in 


[See Student, A12] 


By CHRIS MEGERIAN AND 
DEL QUENTIN WILBER 


WASHINGTON — Atty. 
Gen. William Barr told Con- 
gress on Sunday that special 
counsel Robert S. Mueller 
III did not find evidence that 
President Trump or his 
campaign conspired with 
Russians during the 2016 
election, a significant vic- 
tory for a president who has 
steadfastly denied any inap- 
propriate ties to Moscow. 

Mueller did not deter- 
mine whether Trump ob- 
structed justice, which was 
another focus of the investi- 
gation, yet he concluded 
that the evidence “does not 
exonerate” the president, 
Barr wrote in his letter to 
lawmakers. 

The attorney general, 
however, decided the facts 
don’t show Trump commit- 
ted acrime by trying to inter- 
fere with the Russia probe, a 
judgment that Democrats 
will fiercely contest and that 
will fuel their efforts to see 
Mueller’s full report. 

Barr’s four-page letter 
was based on a final report 
from Mueller that remains 
confidential after being sub- 
mitted to the Justice De- 
partment on Friday. 

“It was acomplete and to- 
tal exoneration,” Trump 
told reporters before board- 
ing Air Force One to fly back 
to Washington from Florida, 
where he spent the weekend 
at his Mar-a-Lago resort. “It 
was a Shame that our coun- 
try had to go through this.” 

He angrily described the 
investigation as “an illegal 
takedown that failed.” 


Barr’s letter does nothing 
to wipe away the numerous 
crimes to which Trump’s as- 
sociates have confessed dur- 
ing the nearly two-year in- 
vestigation, nor does it deter 
other ongoing probes — 
some ofthem referred to fed- 
eral prosecutors by the 
Mueller team — that threat- 
en the president and his 
businesses. 

But it does provide 
Trump with some inocula- 
tion against allegations from 
Democrats and other critics 
who have ascribed dark mo- 
tivations to Trump’s praise 
for Russian President Vladi- 
mir Putin and his dismissals 
of Moscow’s covert opera- 
tion. 

However, unlike the pres- 
ident, Barr accepted as fact 
the Mueller team’s evidence 
that Russians interfered in 
the 2016 election and that 
there were “multiple offers 
from Russian-affiliated indi- 
viduals to assist the Trump 
campaign” — a conclusion 
that contradicted Trump’s 
acceptance of Putin’s denial 
at their Helsinki summit last 
year. 

Mueller’s conclusions 
could blunt House Demo- 
crats’ own investigations of 
the president now getting 
underway, with some cov- 
ering the same ground that 
the special counsel has 
scoured. The findings also 

[See Report, A9] 


Attorney general’s 
letter to Congress 


William Barr reveals key 
points from the Trump- 
Russia report. NATION, A9 
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Kamala Harris — a 
political awakening 


Howard University 
steeped the future 
presidential hopeful in 
activism, black pride. 


By EVAN HALPER 


WASHINGTON — The 
war on drugs had erupted, 
apartheid was raging, Jesse 
Jackson would soon make 
the campus a staging 
ground for his inaugural 
presidential bid. Running 
for student office in 1982 at 
Howard University — the 
school that nurtured Thur- 
good Marshall, Toni Morri- 
son and Stokely Carmichael 
— was no joke. 

Sen. Kamala Harris (D- 
Calif.) has been known to 
break the ice with voters by 
proclaiming the freshman- 
year campaign in which she 
won a seat on the Liberal 
Arts Student Council her 
toughest political race. 
Those who were at the uni- 


Howard University 
HARRIS majored in 
political science and 
economics at Howard. 


versity with her are not so 
sure she is kidding. 

It was at Howard that the 
senator’s political identity 
began to take shape. Thirty- 
three years after she gradu- 
ated in 1986, the university in 
the nation’s capital, one of 
the country’s most promi- 
nent historically black insti- 
tutions, also serves as a 

[See Harris, A7] 


ROAD TESTED 


The L.A. Marathon brings out thousands of 
runners, plus their loved ones. CALIFORNIA, B1 


Madness is over 
for UC Irvine 
The Anteaters, coming 
off their first NCAA 


tournament victory, lose 
to Oregon. SPORTS, D1 


Weather 
Mostly sunny. 
L.A. Basin: 74/52. B6 


Thai elections 

A pro-military party’s 
strong showing appears 
set to extend the junta 
leader’s rule. WORLD, A3 
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